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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

j l . NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Point of Rocks Railroad Station 
A N D ' O R H I S T O R I C : 

B & 0 Railroad Station, Point of Rocks 
?2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T AN C N U M B E R : 

South side of US 15 and north side of B & O tracks 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Point of Rocks 

Maryland 
(3. CLASSIFICATION 

24 

C O U N T Y: 

Frederick 021 

CATEGORY 
f C h e c * One) 

D i s t r i c t ( g Bui ld ing 

Site Q Structure 

D Object 

O W N E R S H I P 

Publ ic 

Privote 

Both 

Publ ic A c q u i s i t i o n : 

In Process 

Being Considered 

S T A T U S 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

Preservot ion work 

in p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e . : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

Unres t r icted 

No 

P R E S E N T USE (Check One or More «s Appropriate) 

Agricul tura l 

Commercial 

Educat ional 

Entertainment 

Government 

Industrial 

Mi l i tary 

Museum 

Pork 

Pr iva te Residence 

Rel ig j ous 

Sc ient i f ic 

Transportat ion 

Other (Specify) 

Comments 

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S N AME: 

Baltimore & Ohio and Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad Companies 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

2 North Charles S t r ee t 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Baltimore Maryland 24 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Hall of Records 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

St. John's College Campus, College Avenue 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Annapolis Maryland 24 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E OF S U R V E Y : 

Maryland Register of Historic Sites and Landmarks 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y ; 1972 [ I Federa l | X State County Loca l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Annapolis Maryland "2T 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• Excellent I I Good Q Foir 

f Check One; 

• Deterioroled C] Ruin* ( | Unexposed 

(Check One) 

D Altered [ X Unoltered 

(Chtck One) 

• Moved £ ] Orijinol Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (it known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Point of Rocks Railroad Station is located south of US 15 
and north of the Baltimore & Ohio/Chesapeake & Ohio tracks on 
the north bank of the Potomac River at Point of Rocks, Maryland. 

The Gothic Revival station is vaguely triangular in shape with a 
four story tower on the apex and a one-and-one-half story wing 
at the base. The central two-and-one-half story section forms 
the main block of the station. 

On both the north and south facades the central section has a 
hip roof with a pair of jerkin dormers over the second story win­
dows. One of the pair has a gable roof and the other dormer has 
a hip roof. Cut wooden "gingerbread" decorates them. 

The exterior fabric is comprised of brick with horizontal bands 
of granite stripping. One band is located just above the foun­
dation, one below the first story windows, one three-quarters of 
the way up the first story windows, and one below the second 
story windows. The rear one-and-one-half story wing has no gran 
ite bands. However, a raised brick band is located at the same 
level as the granite band which is three-quarters of the way up 
the first floor windows. 

Two wide porches project from the north and south sides of the 
central section. Large wooden trusses and brackets carved in a 
geometric, but Gothic style, support the porches. 

The lancet-shaped windows have alternating granite and sandstone 
voussoirs. The rectangular window and door openings have 
straight granite lintels. 

The first floor window lintels and the door lintels extend down 
to the granite bands there are three-quarters of the way up the 
windows. This creates the effect of a continuous line of trim. 

The lancet-shaped window opening on the first story of the tower 
is composed of two lancet-shaped windows and a trefoil cut in 
wood between the windows. The tower itself has a pyramidal roof 
containing a dormer on each side. A square cupola atop the 
tower supports the pyramidal peaked roof. The cupola is deco­
rated with a quatrefoil design cut in wood. The tower roof has 
several rows of round-shaped shingles interspersed in the rows 
of square shingles. 

Clay chimney pots complete the Gothic illusion. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or Mure am Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbionl Q 16th Century Q 18th Century • 20th Century 

• 15th Century D 17th Century Q| 19th Century ' 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (7' Applicable and Kr.oivn) 1 8 7 0 ' S 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More a s Appropriate) 

Abor iginol Q Education Q Political C I Urban Plonning 

• Prehistoric Q Engineering [ ~] Religion/Phi. • 0 , h " (Specllr) 

D Historic Q | n a u s I r v laiophy 

• Agriculture Q Invention Q Science 

0 Architecture Q Londscope p Sculpture 

• Art Architecture 

~] Commerce Q Literature 

Q Communications r-j M i | j t o r y , r-j Theater 

• Conservation Q M u s i c JJ, T r o n s p o r , 0 , J o n 

[ | Sociol/Human-

itarion 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The proportion, detailing, and color of the Point of Rocks Rail­
road Station is unusually sophisticated for its rural setting 
and ranks with the most outstanding work of the Victorian Gothic 
Revival. The polychrome effect produced by the combination of 
brick, granite, and sandstone is remniscient of earlier work in 
England by architects like William Butterfield. 

The elaborate architecture of the Point of Rocks Railroad Sta­
tion, testifies to the significance of the railroad as the domi­
nant institution in post-Civil War America, especially in small 
towns. In Point of Rocks, the Baltimore and Ohio depot is the 
most imposing and elaborate structure. The town was moved to 
its present site in order to be near the tracks, indicating the 
deptK of control the railroad exercised. 

In the mid-1870's, the B & 0 chose E. Francis Baldwin of Balti­
more as the head of the Railroad's architectural department. 
He designed the B & O's headquarters building in Baltimore and 
was most probably responsible for the Point of Rocks Station 
which was executed at the same time. Baldwin was one of the 
major 19th century architects practicing in Baltimore. His of­
fice worked chiefly for the B & 0, the Roman Catholic Church, 
and at the turn of the twentieth century, for the State of 
Maryland. 

Historically, the station is located in a significant site. In 
the 1830's both the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesa­
peake and Ohio Canal were constructing their respective routes 
west to the Ohio River. The railroad and the canal both chose 
a narrow strip of land between the Potomac River and the Catoc-
tin Mountains from Point of Rocks westward. The conflict led 
to an involved suit in the Maryland Court of Appeals. The is­
sue was resolved by allowing both the canal and the railroad to 
share the narrow strip of land. The Station marks the juncture 
of the metropolitan branch of the B & 0 which follows the Poto­
mac valley to Washington with the main branch which extends 
from Baltimore to the Middle West. 

Two publications of national scope have illustrated the Point 
of Rocks Station. They are Edward Alexander's Down at the De-

-see continuation sheet 
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pot (New York, 1970) and an article on the threat to railroad 
stations in the December 1971 issue of Architectural Record. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued 
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Architectural Record. Volume XII (December 1971). 
Illustration, p. 121. 

Howard, George W. The Monumental City: Its Past History and 
Present Resources. Baltimore: M. Curlander, 1889. 

Scharf J. Thomas. History of Western Maryland. 2 vols. Phil­
adelphia: Louis H. Everts, 1882. 
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County Maryland. reprint. Baltimore: Regional Publish 
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Recorde r s : Pau l Brinkman, Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trusty, 2525 Riva 
Road, A n n a p o l i s , Maryland 21401 

Sources : 

Nancy M i l l e r , H i s t o r i a n , Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T rus t 

s ee c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t 

1O. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

LATITUDE AND LONOITUDE COOHUI N A 1 I. s 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

NW 

NE 

SE 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

i A i n u m ANi> l u N u i i u n i . c i i u r i u i N A t i s 
DLI ' INI I IC I HE CI N I EH POINT OP M ' l l O I ' i n i V 

OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES 

L ATI TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

LONCI TUOt 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACRE AGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: f o i l } " a | i v - p q 

; L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

STATE: CODE COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

1.1. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: _ 

Arthur Townsend, A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r f o r F i e l d S e r v i c e s , and s t a 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t June 29, 1972 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOrtN: 

Annapolis 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA | ION 

As the des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic P re se rva t i on Act of 1066 (Publ ic Law 

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclus ion 

in the Nat ional Reg i s t e r and certify that it h a s been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures s e t 

forth by the Nat ional Pa rk Service. The recommended 

level of s ignif icance of this nomination i s : 

National Ijfc State Q Local (" | 

Name 

Orlando Ridout IV 

Title S t a t e L i a i s o n 0 f f i c e r f o r 
Maryland 

DATE August 4 , 19 72 

Maryland 24 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that th i s property is included in the 

Nat ional Regis ter . 

Chief, Office of Archeology and flistoric Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

b a t e 

OP o • o t .0 r 7 
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Point of Rocks Railroad Station 
Clay Street, Point of Rocks 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 26 April 2006 

Northwest elevation 

Southwest elevation 
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Point of Rocks Railroad Station 
Clay Street, Point of Rocks 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 26 April 2006 

West facade 
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Point of Rocks Railroad Station 
Clay Street, Point of Rocks 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 26 April 2006 

East facade 

North facade 






















